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Poverty Reduction Legislation 
 

Bill 152 is introduced in February. Throughout 
the legislative process, ISAC and partners in   
25 in 5 work to improve the bill in discussions 
with Queens’ Park.  

On May 6, the Poverty Reduction Act 2009     
receives unanimous support from all parties in 
the Ontario legislature, making it the first   
legislation of its kind in the province.  

Principles for the creation and implementation 
of future poverty reduction strategies are en-
shrined in law, as is mandatory consultation 
with communities - including people with lived 
experience. The legislation also recognizes that 
some groups have a heightened risk of poverty.  

Social Assistance Review    
 

As the year progresses without the promised 
review in sight, ISAC takes action to push the 
government to fulfill its commitment.  

At ISAC’s June forum on the urgency of the  
review, Crystal Chin steals the show with her 
account of the many ways ODSP rules get in 
the way of what she wants to do in her life.  

ISAC launches a social assistance review  
website that lets people send emails urging 
government for a “Bold and Broad Review”. 

The Toronto Star covers the story and the   
political pressure continues to build.   

First Step Towards the Social Assistance Review: 
SARAC 
 

As the year ends and 25 in 5 is about to issue 
its first Progress Report on poverty reduction, 
government announces the formation of a 
council to provide advice on the scope and 
structure of a review of social assistance.  

ISAC’s Director of Advocacy & Legal Services is       
appointed to the Social Assistance Review    
Advisory Council, or SARAC. 

In its May 2010 report, SARAC calls for a cross-
ministerial, broad-based review of Ontario’s  

income security system.   


