
2007 
Advocating for Adequacy 
 

Anti-poverty groups and low-income people  
gather to hear the 2007 Budget speech. A new   
Ontario Child Benefit is announced, a huge win for 
low-waged working parents.  

ISAC’s efforts contribute to a partial win for the 
170,000 children whose families are on OW and 
ODSP - they also receive the OCB. But welfare 
rates are restructured, leaving some families   
better off than others.  

Later this year, ISAC ends its Hands Off! Campaign 
to focus on pushing for increases to the OCB for 
families and to OW and ODSP incomes for all.  

Poverty Reduction: It Starts with a Plan 
 

Inspired by Europe and Quebec, 
ISAC works with Campaign 2000, 
Citizens for Public Justice, the 
City of Toronto, the Atkinson 
Foundation, and the Ontario  
Coalition for Better Child Care, to call for a Poverty Reduction Strategy for Ontario. 
With a fall provincial election looming, ISAC and partners build a new coalition that 
lobbies all political parties to adopt poverty reduction in their platforms.  

The 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction hosts its first press conference in          
September. The Liberals pledge to “build a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy 
around the Ontario Child Benefit” and “develop indicators and targets to measure and 
address child poverty”. A new era of anti-poverty advocacy and organizing has begun.  

ODSP Action Coalition 
 

The Coalition takes a huge step forward in the 
partnership between ODSP recipients, clinics, 
advocacy groups and agencies.  

Emerging out of a Caucus at the Coalition’s 
two-day forum, ODSP recipients establish their 
leadership role as several recommendations, 
including co-chairing all committees and       
ensuring at least 50% of Steering Committee 
members are recipients, are adopted. This 
model continues today.  

ISAC continues to provide support to the     
Coalition’s committees and to recipients.  

The Coalition continues to be a leading voice 
on ODSP, earning respect from government as 
well as clinics, agencies and ODSP recipients.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful,   
committed people can 
change the world; indeed, 
it's the only thing that 
ever has.” 

- Margaret Mead 

 

 


