
2005 
The Matthews’ Report 
 

As Deb Matthews undertakes a review of OW and 
ODSP employment supports, ISAC works with 
groups across the province to prepare for and  
host community conversations. 

The report, issued in December 2004, says “the 
system relies far too much on sanctions and    
prohibitions as its guiding principles and, in many 
ways, actually inhibits people from moving        
toward social and economic independence.” 

In response, ISAC issues a detailed analysis of the 
report’s recommendations in 2005, noting that 
“our long-term goal is not just social assistance 
reform, but rather, the eradication of poverty”. 

Hands Off! Campaign 
 

ISAC launches the campaign that puts it on the 
political map. The Hands Off! Campaign targets 
the Premier for taking the National Child   
Benefit Supplement from children on social   
assistance.  

Over two years, 80,000 postcards come into the  
Premier’s Office from across the province and 
regular media coverage keeps the issue in the 
news. Hundreds of clinics and organizations 
lobby their MPPs while ISAC meets with the 
Premier’s Office and ministry officials.  

Public support grows and political pressure 
mounts – eventually resulting in the creation of 
a new Ontario Child Benefit for low income 
families with children.  

Special Diet Allowance 
 

ISAC works with the ODSP Action Coalition and 
clinics across the province to let people on 
OW and ODSP know about the Special Diet   
Allowance program.  

After government makes changes to the     
program that restrict eligibility, ISAC works 
with the Coalition and communities to         
respond.  

Public education materials are created and 
circulated to inform people of the changes 
and what they can do to fight back.  

Special Diet dominates 
ISAC’s work for the 
next six years. 


